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Essential verbs (part 1)  

do 
It’s one of the most frequently used verbs in 

English and means to act, to perform. 

This car does 150 miles per hour. It is so 

fast.  

The businessman did a very good job. It was 

a success.  

 

go When you see a green traffic light, what do 
you do? You go. 

Go is a word with many different meanings. Children go to school.  
If I want to check my email I go online.  

 

come 
This verb means to move, to travel, to get to 

a particular place. Winter has come to the city. Everything is 
covered with snow.  
The businessman is coming to his office.  

 

show 
This verb means to display something. A young woman shows pictures with the 

alphabet. She is teaching online.  
This woman is looking for a bus station. The 

local shows her direction.  

 

see 
It is what your eyes do.  

Can you see the bird in that tree? 
He is blind he cannot see. 

 

hear 
You listen to something and hear it. 

I can’t hear you 
Do you hear that noise? 
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get 
It’s one of those words with lots of 

meaning. 
This man has got a message, he seems so 
happy. 
A businessman is getting money from his 

pocket.  

 

put This verb has many uses and refers to 
placement. You can put things down or put 

ideas into words. 
The cook puts the fork on the table.  
I put money in the piggy bank. 

 

take 
This verb has many meanings and is used in 

lots of English expressions. People take hotdogs.  
The businessman is taking notes on paper  

 

give 
As you can take many things, you can give 

many things. 

A businessman gives a business card to his 
partner.   
The man gives an engagement ring to his 

finance. 

 

think 
It’s to have an idea, belief, or thought of 

something. This man is thinking about new fresh ideas 
right now.  
This little girl is thinking hard during class.  

 

know As a verb, it means to have a piece of 

information or a certain understanding of 

something. 
She knows how to entertain herself.  
He knows everything about wine. He is a 

wine expert.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

www.fastforwardenglish.pro 

3 

understand 
It means to know or get it. The more we 

learn the more we understand. 
The woman understands how to make 
online payments.  
The girl doesn’t understand something on 

the computer.  

 

forget 
When you forget something you can’t 

remember it. 
This student forgot to save some important 
project on his computer. 
Someone forgot to turn off the iron. 

 

feel If someone gives you a piece of bad news 

you’ll feel sad.  The woman feels freedom and happiness.  
The man feels stressed while working.  

 

wright It’s to put pen to paper or your fingers to 

the keyboard. 
Someone is writing a letter to his lover.  
Children write letters to  Santa.  

 

read It’s to understand letters and words, making 

sense of a language. Someone is reading a book.  
A businessman is reading a contract.  

 

tell 
It’s to describe or announce something, 

either by speaking or writing. A woman tells a secret to her friend.  
The speaker tells (gives) the speech at the 

conference.  

 

say This verb means to deliver your opinion on 

something. What are you saying?  
This engineer says no.   
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speak This means to talk actually. If you speak 

English it means you can communicate in 

this language. 
The doctor speaks on a smartphone in the 
hospital. 
This man speaks to his clients.  

 

wake 
This verb means to come out of sleep. A tired employee wakes up and continues 

working on the computer.  
 Grey striped Kittens wake up.  

 

eat 
This verb means to consume food, you do it 

several times a day. 
The young panda eats the green leaves of 
bamboo all day.  
A woman is eating pizza.  

 

drink 
If you take in liquids like water, juice, 

alcohol, etc., you - drink. 
A young lady is drinking water from a 
bottle.  
A woman is drinking coffee.  

 

leave 
This verb means to go away or exit. You can 
leave the job, the country, or your partner. High school students leave the bus.  

Colleagues leave the business center.  

 

pay 
When you pay, you give money in return for 
something. But it’s not always about money. 

 The man pays online with his credit card.  
A woman pays money to the realtor and 
shakes hands.  

 

buy 
When you buy something like food or a car 
you exchange a certain amount of money 

for it. 

A young woman buys fresh vegetables from 
a farmer.  
People buy tickets at the cinema.  
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cost 
The cost of something is how much money 

you need to spend on it. 

How much does the bouquet cost?  It costs 
78 dollars.   
The woman checks the price of the heels. 

The shoes cost too much.  She is 

disappointed with the price.  

 

sleep 
If you are tired you probably need to sleep 

so lie down and close your eyes. A dog is sleeping on a woman’s hand.  
A woman is sleeping using a sleeping mask.  

 

begin When you begin something it means you 

start something.  A cat begins to eat.  
Food begins to boil.  

 

hang 
To fasten or support something at the top 

leaving the other parts free to move. Someone hangs a Christmas decoration. 
The girl hangs clothes.  

 


